
Authorities ‘complete’ preparations to 
shift Imran Khan to Shifa Int’l Hospital

STAFF REPORT, ISLAMABAD: 
Preparations have been finalised at Shifa 
International Hospital in Islamabad to 
receive incarcerated PTI founder Imran 
Khan for medical treatment in line with the 
Supreme Court’s order, Dawn has learnt.

Imran — imprisoned since Aug 5, 2023, 
for concealing details of Toshakhana gifts 
— is serving a 14-year sentence at 
Rawalpindi’s Adiala jail in a £190 million 
corruption case, also known as the Al-Qadir 
Trust case. However, his health has deterio-
rated over the course of his prison sentence, 
prompting outcry from members of the 
party.

Sources close to the development said all 
relevant departments and authorities, 
including the capital administration, police, 
jail officials and Rangers, were present at the 
hospital to finalise security and other 
arrangements.

Security pickets have been set up on 
roads leading to the facility, while a security 
audit of the hospital was also conducted ear-
lier in view of the possible transfer of the 
former premier there.

The sources further said it had not yet 
been confirmed when Imran would be 
brought to the hospital, as a decision was yet 
to be made. However, arrangements were 

being made to deal with any situation that 
might arise.

Teams have also been constituted to 
bring Imran to the hospital from jail, com-
prising staff from the capital police and 
administration. The sources added that the 
capital police were responsible for transfer-
ring the PTI founder from jail for a medical 
check-up and examination, after which 
they would take him back to prison. In case 
of his admission to the hospital for treat-
ment, the chief commissioner would 
declare the relevant room, ward or floor of 
the hospital a sub-jail and issue a notifica-
tion. Staff from Adiala jail would be 

deployed at the hospital. Meanwhile, capi-
tal police and Rangers personnel would 
also be present there to provide security 
and maintain law and order.

In a post on X, PTI Information Secretary 
Sheikh Waqas Akram wrote, “Imran Khan 
sahab will, Insha’Allah, be transferred to the 
hospital today.” “We are fully aware of the 
sentiments of Imran Khan’s supporters, 
who are eager to catch a glimpse of their 
leader.”

However, he requested that people main-
tain their distance from the hospital and 
help ensure the party founder’s health and 
treatment. 

Signing ceremony of the Project Agreement for Pakistan’s first Diversified Payment Rights (DPR) Programme 
between IFC and Bank Alfalah Limited (BAFL), marking a significant milestone, in the presence of Federal Minister 
for Finance and Revenue, Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb, at Finance Division.

PM seeks stronger Pakistan-Syria ties 
in trade, defence and education

APP- ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Muhammad 
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday while recalling the historic 
and multifaceted Pakistan-Syria ties, emphasized the 
need to translate the longstanding Pakistan-Syria friend-
ship into enhanced cooperation across politics, defence, 
trade, investment, education, and human resource devel-
opment.

The prime minister made these remarks during a call 
on him by Foreign Minister of the Syrian Arab Republic, 
Asaad Hassan Al-Shaibani here, a Prime Minister’s Office 
news release said.

Welcoming Al-Shaibani and his delegation, the prime 
minister conveyed his best wishes for President Ahmed 
al-Sharaa, and recalled his recent interactions with him. 

He also reaffirmed Pakistan’s steadfast 
support for the sovereignty, unity, and 
territorial integrity of Syria.

He stated that the resumption of 
direct flights between the two coun-
tries would enhance people-to-people 
exchanges and facilitate a large num-
ber of pilgrims who undertake reli-
gious visits to Syria from Pakistan.

The prime minister reaffirmed 
Pakistan’s support for Syria’s unity, 
sovereignty and territorial integrity 
and said Pakistan would firmly sup-
port Syria’s position on the Golan 
Heights. The Syrian Foreign Minister 
conveyed the greetings of Syrian 

President Ahmad al-Sharaa to the prime minister, and 
briefed him on Syria’s ongoing political transition and 
reconstruction efforts. He thanked Pakistan for its con-
sistent support to Syria throughout the past years and 
expressed his government’s keen interest in revitaliz-
ing bilateral engagement, including through early 
institutional mechanisms for cooperation. The prime 
minister also extended an invitation to President 
Ahmed al-Sharaa to undertake an official visit to 
Pakistan at a mutually convenient date. Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Senator Muhammad 
Ishaq Dar, SAPM Syed Tariq Fatemi and Foreign 
Secretary Amb. Amna Baloch were also present during 
the meeting.

Dar says six Pakistani sailors return safely 
after Houthi attack, two bodies repatriated

STAFF REPORT, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq 
Dar said on Thursday that six 
Pakistani sailors injured in a recent 
Houthi attack on a Tanzanian-
flagged commercial vessel returned 
safely to Pakistan, while the bodies 
of two others who were killed in the 
attack were also repatriated. 
According to Yemen’s Coast Guard, 
the three Pakistani nationals were 
among four crew members killed 
when the Yemeni-flagged vessel 
Tihamah was attacked by Houthi 

forces in the Bab al-Mandeb Strait on 
August 11. The vessel was reportedly 
struck three times by ballistic mis-
siles, caught fire and sustained mate-
rial damage, while another missile 
was fired as rescue teams attempted 
to reach the crew.

In a statement issued on X, Dar 
said the six injured sailors had 
“safely returned to Pakistan”, while 
the mortal remains of the two sailors 
who “tragically lost their lives” had 
also been brought back. 

He said all relevant stakeholders 

had been directed to ensure the sail-
ors’ “safe, dignified and expeditious 
repatriation”. 

Dar praised the Consulate General 
of Pakistan in Jeddah and the coun-
try’s embassy in Riyadh for their 
“prompt and dedicated efforts” to 
facilitate the return of the injured 
sailors and the repatriation of the 
bodies from Yemen and their onward 
travel to Pakistan.

He noted that the efforts had been 
made “in the absence of a Pakistani 
diplomatic mission in Yemen”.

Govt bound to facilitate 
PTI founder’s private 
treatment if needed: 

Tariq Fazal
APP- ISLAMABAD: Minister for Parliamentary Affairs 
Dr Tariq Fazal Chaudhry on Thursday apprised the Senate 
that the government would be bound to provide the PTI 
founder treatment at Shifa International Hospital or 
another better-equipped medical facility if the healthcare 
facilities required for his treatment were not available at 
government hospitals.

Responding to a 
point of order raised by 
the Leader of the 
Opposition in Senate, 
the minister said the 
government had no 
intention of opposing 
or creating hurdles in 
the provision of neces-
sary medical treatment 
to the PTI founder.

He said the govern-
ment had already made it clear that the decision of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan regarding the matter would be 
implemented.

Dr Tariq Fazal said under the prevailing rules, convicted 
prisoners were provided medical treatment at government 
hospitals, and a legal point regarding the extent of such 
arrangements was before the Supreme Court for clarifica-
tion.

He said if the Supreme Court determined that the 
required treatment could be provided outside the exist-
ing mechanism, the government would comply with its 
decision. The minister reiterated that if a medical facility 
required by the PTI founder was not available at a gov-
ernment hospital, the government would be obligated to 
arrange the required treatment at Shifa International 
Hospital or an even better medical facility.

Turning to concerns raised about the health of Dr 
Yasmin Rashid, Dr Tariq Fazal said the government was 
concerned about her condition and would again take up 
the matter with the Punjab government and jail adminis-
tration.

He assured the House that the government would make 
sure that all medical facilities permissible under jail rules 
were provided to her.

The minister said Dr Yasmin Rashid had previously 
been provided hospital treatment and other medical facili-
ties, adding that he would inform the opposition about 
progress on the matter after obtaining an updated position 
from the authorities concerned.

Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb addresses the launching ceremony of proof of life certificate for pensioners.
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APP- ISLAMABAD: Malaysian Interior Minister 
Saifuddin Nasution bin Ismail, accompanied by Minister 
of State for Interior Talal Chaudhary on Thursday visited 
the Pakistan Monument and Islamabad Police Lines dur-
ing his official visit to Pakistan.

Upon his arrival at the Pakistan Monument, the 
Malaysian interior minister was welcomed by a contin-
gent of the Federal Constabulary, which presented a 
guard of honour. The ceremony marked the beginning of 

a visit aimed at strengthening cooperation and under-
standing between the two countries in the fields of secu-
rity and public service.

During the visit, Saifuddin Nasution paid tribute at the 
Martyrs’ Memorial. He laid a floral wreath, offered 
prayers, and remembered the sacrifices made by security 
personnel who lost their lives while serving the nation. 
He acknowledged their contributions and expressed 
respect for their commitment and service.

Talal Accompanies Malaysian 
Interior Minister on Islamabad Visits
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Sahiwal (Bureau Chief) 

Clean Punjab meeting held in 
Chichawatni Adda Ghaziabad 20/11 
L, MD Sahiwal Shahid Nadeem 
Rana met the public

A Clean Punjab meeting was held 
in Nawahi Gaon 20/11 L, where MD 
Clean Punjab Agency Sahiwal 
Shahid Nadeem Rana directly met 
the people of the area and listened to 
public issues, complaints and sug-
gestions related to cleanliness.

Shahid Nadeem Rana assured of 
necessary steps to solve the prob-
lems of the citizens and make the 
sanitation system in the area more 
effective. He said that providing a 
clean environment to the people is 
one of the basic objectives of Clean 
Punjab and effective steps are being 
taken in the field in this regard. On 
this occasion, MD Shahid Nadeem 
Rana also planted a sapling and 
emphasized the importance of plan-
tation and said that along with a 
clean environment, the promotion 
of a green and lush environment is 
also a common responsibility of all 
of us. On this occasion, Operational 

Manager Irfan Manzoor Tehsil 
Manager Clean Punjab Agency 
Chichawatni Saqib Hussain was 
also present. The local people pre-
sented their suggestions to further 
improve the sanitation system, 

while the administration expressed 
its commitment to resolving public 
issues in a timely manner. Manager 
of the Punjab Clean Agency, 
Chichawatni Saqib Hussain, was 
also present...

Gujranwala (Bureau Report)

According to details: On the 
instructions of Deputy 
Commissioner Gujranwala Naveed 
Ahmed, ADC (Municipal Services) 
Zeeshan Nadeem inspected the 
ongoing maintenance work on 

Kacha Aymanabad Road.
It was informed on the occasion 

that compaction* of 1,500 feet of 
road out of 5,000 feet has been 
completed so far. Additional 
machinery has been deployed at 
the site for speedy completion of 
the work.

The ADC (Municipal Services) 
directed the contractor to speed up 
the work and said that the water 
bound condition should be 
achieved as soon as possible so 
that the road rehabilitation work 
can be completed within the stipu-
lated period.

Staff Report

According to the details, Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Islamabad 
Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi chaired an 
important meeting with senior 
police officers to review key admin-
istrative and professional matters of 
Islamabad Police.

The meeting focused on security 
arrangements, traffic management, 
logistics support and police welfare. 
Relevant officers briefed the IG 
Islamabad on ongoing initiatives 
and matters related to their respec-
tive departments.

IGP Islamabad assigned various 
important tasks to the officers and 
provided necessary guidance and 
directions for their timely and effec-
tive completion. He directed all offic-
ers to discharge their responsibilities 
professionally and ensure close 
monitoring of ongoing initiatives.

IG Islamabad also emphasized 

further improving security and traf-
fic management, making effective 
use of available resources, and 
strengthening welfare measures for 
police officers and personnel.

He stressed that an effective 
administrative system, strong coor-
dination and timely completion of 

assigned responsibilities are essen-
tial for improving the overall perfor-
mance of Islamabad Police. 

He directed all officers to remain 
focused on providing better police 
services to citizens and enhancing 
the operational capacity of the 
force.

Islamabad (Staff Report) 

An awareness and training session 
was organized in Islamabad for youth 
mentors and parliamentarians, the 
theme of which was “From Youth 
Awareness to Practical Actions for 
Tobacco-Free Pakistan”. 
Parliamentarians, health experts, 
tobacco control representatives, 
youth mentors, civil society and a 
team from Aurat Foundation (AF) 
participated in the session. The par-
ticipants discussed in detail about 
protecting the youth of Pakistan from 
the harmful effects of tobacco and 
modern nicotine products and mak-
ing tobacco control measures more 
effective. The session was attended 
by Ms. Syeda Amna Batool, Member 
National Assembly and Focal Person 
Prime Minister’s Youth Program 
(PMYP), Ms. Sabeen Ghori, Member 
National Assembly and 
Parliamentary Secretary Ministry of 
Information Technology, Member 
National Assembly Jamal Ahmed 
Khan Raisani and Member Provincial 
Assembly Tanveer Aslam Raja. On 
this occasion, Tobacco Control Cell 
(TCC) Mr. Aftab Ahmed, Prof. Dr. 
Matiur Rehman, Senator Faisal Javed 
Rana and Mr. Anis Ahmed of 
Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids 
(CTFK) were also present along with 
the Youth Mentors and Aurat 
Foundation team, which included 
Chief Executive Officer Naeem 
Ahmed Mirza, Team Lead of Anti-
Tobacco Project Syed Safdar Raza, 
Director Programs Mumtaz Mughal 
and Program Officer Anti-Tobacco 

Project Fatima Jafri. During the ses-
sion, the participants emphasized 
that tobacco control should be kept at 
the top of public health priorities, 
especially at a time when the trend of 
access to and use of tobacco and new 
nicotine products among the youth is 
a cause for concern. The participants 
emphasized that concrete policy and 
legislative measures should be 
ensured instead of being limited to 
awareness. The key demands that 
emerged from the session included 
the demand to increase the volume of 
Graphic Health Warnings (GHWs) on 
the packaging of tobacco products 
from the current 70% to 85%. The par-
ticipants said that larger and more 
prominent health warnings would 
make the public aware of the dangers 
of tobacco. They can play an impor-
tant role in educating the public about 
the harmful effects of tobacco use and 
in preventing young people from 
starting to smoke, in particular. The 
participants also called for effective 
and regular increases in taxes on 

tobacco and nicotine products. They 
said that imposing higher taxes on 
tobacco products would make these 
products less affordable, especially 
for young people, which could help 
reduce tobacco use. The meeting also 
emphasized the need to ensure effec-
tive implementation of tobacco tax 
policies and regularly review them. 
The parliamentarians highlighted the 
importance of legislation, parliamen-
tary oversight and effective imple-
mentation of laws for tobacco control 
measures. They also stressed the 
need to include youth in policy-mak-
ing and awareness-raising and advo-
cacy processes so that their voices 
and experiences can be part of 
national and provincial tobacco con-
trol strategies. Health experts, high-
lighting the harmful effects of tobacco 
and nicotine, said that evidence-
based policies, effective awareness 
campaigns and strict implementation 
of laws are needed to prevent tobacco 
use among young people. Youth in 
the session.

Gujranwala (Beauru Report ) *Anti-Smog Drive*
On the directions of Deputy Commissioner 
Gujranwala Naveed Ahmad, the Additional 

Assistant Commissioner (City) inspected Sialkot 
Textile Factory in Khyalai Estate. The factory was 
fined for emitting black smoke from its furnace 

and directed to install proper smoke purification 
equipment to control emissions and ensure 

compliance with environmental regulations.

Awareness Seminar on MDR and 
Antimicrobial Resistance An awareness 
seminar on Multidrug-Resistant (MDR) 

infections and antimicrobial resistance was 
organized at Gujranwala Medical College

ITP Enforcement Drive: Over 44,000 
Vehicles and Motorcycles Penalized

Clean Punjab MD Reviews Sanitation 
Issues in Chichawatni

Rehabilitation work of Kacha Aymanabad 
road in progress, visit to ADCMS

IGP Islamabad Reviews Security, Traffic, 
Logistics and Police Welfare; Assigns Key 

Tasks to Senior Officers

Youth and Parliamentarians urge 
to make tobacco control measures more 

effective in Pakistan

Gujranwala ( Beauru Report ) 

according to the details,
- The seminar was attended by the 

Dr. Umar Sharif Rathore, CEO and 
Dr. Adil Ayub, DHO (PS) DHA 
Gujranwala along with other rele-
vant participants.

- During the seminar, awareness 
was created regarding antimicrobial 
resistance, rational use of medicines, 
and the importance of completing 
prescribed treatment. It was particu-
larly highlighted that Tuberculosis 
(TB) is a curable disease, provided 
that the diagnosis is made timely 

and the prescribed treatment is 
taken properly and completed as 
advised. - The seminar emphasized 
the need for public awareness, 
responsible use of antibiotics, early 
diagnosis, treatment adherence, and 
coordinated efforts to prevent the 
spread of drug-resistant infections.

Staff Report

According to the details, following 
the special directives of Inspector 
General of Police (IGP) Islamabad Syed 
Ali Nasir Rizvi, Islamabad Traffic 
Police (ITP) is continuing comprehen-
sive measures to ensure an organized 
traffic system, provide better travel 
facilities to citizens, and ensure effec-
tive enforcement of traffic laws across 
the federal capital.

During August, Islamabad Traffic 
Police (ITP) took legal action against 
44,078 vehicles, motorcyclists, freight 
vehicles, and public transport vehicles 
for violating traffic laws. As part of a 
special enforcement campaign, legal 
action was taken against 14,725 motor-
cyclists and 29,353 vehicles.

Similarly, 2,662 motorcycles and 
3,840 vehicles were impounded at vari-
ous police stations for serious traffic 
violations, while 544 cases were regis-
tered.

Islamabad Traffic Police (ITP) is also 
continuing special initiatives to raise 
public awareness about traffic laws and 
promote responsible driving. In this 
regard, the Traffic Education Wing con-
ducted 76 awareness workshops at 
public places, government and private 
institutions, schools, colleges, and uni-
versities, educating 72,737 citizens and 
students about traffic laws, safe driv-
ing, and responsible road behavior.

Chief Traffic Officer (CTO) 
Islamabad Kainat Azhar Khan stated 
that compliance with traffic laws is not 
merely a matter of fines or legal action; 

it is essential for protecting precious 
human lives and ensuring a safe travel 
environment. She appealed to citizens 
to strictly follow traffic laws, observe 
speed limits, ensures helmet use while 
riding motorcycles, and follow lane dis-
cipline and other traffic regulations.

She further stated that the objective 
of Islamabad Traffic Police is not to 
cause unnecessary inconvenience to 
citizens but to provide them with a safe 
and organized traffic system. Traffic 
violations not only endanger the lives 
of drivers and other road users but also 
disrupt traffic flow. Therefore, indis-
criminate enforcement against viola-
tions will continue.

CTO Islamabad further said that 
Islamabad Traffic Police is focusing not 
only on enforcement but also on public 
awareness and education so that citi-
zens voluntarily consider compliance 
with traffic laws their responsibility. A 
safe, organized, and smooth traffic sys-
tem in the federal capital can only be 
achieved through cooperation between 
citizens and the Traffic Police.

She reaffirmed that Islamabad 
Traffic Police will continue to utilize all 
available resources to prevent acci-
dents, ensure smooth traffic flow, 
enforce the law uniformly, and provide 
the best possible travel facilities to citi-
zens.

Distribution of cash prizes and shields to matric 
position holder students, Commissioner Gujranwala 

Division Muhammad Ali and Deputy 
Commissioner Gujranwala Naveed Ahmed 

distributed cash prizes and shields to the students 
who secured prominent positions in the annual 
matriculation examinations. The function was 
attended by position holders, their parents and 

concerned educational officers

Gujranwala (Bureau Report)

According to details: 
Commissioner Muhammad Ali 
and Deputy Commissioner Naveed 
Ahmed congratulated the position 
holder students on their outstand-
ing success and said that hard 
work, dedication and continuous 

struggle are the basis of success. 
He said that the students who got 
the position are a source of pride 
not only for their parents but also 
for their educational institutions 
and the entire district. He urged 
the students to continue their hard 
work in the future and play their 
full role in the development of the 

country and the nation. On this 
occasion, cash prizes and shields 
were distributed among the stu-
dents who performed outstand-
ingly.

On this occasion, CEO Education 
Dr. Atiya Malik and other officers of 
the School Education Department 
were also present





4
Friday August 21 2026

F I R
First Information ReportDaily

Editor in Chief: Ch Muhammad Aslam

  Editorial
					          	  & Opinion

What Myanmar’s 
genocide defense reveals about 

global justice
DR. AZEEM IBRAHIM

Over the past several days, the hearings 
at the International Court of Justice in The 
Hague have revealed something far more 
consequential than a procedural dispute 
over jurisdiction or representation. They 
have exposed a deliberate and coherent 
legal strategy by Myanmar’s military rul-
ers: the systematic erasure of the 
Rohingya as a people from the courtroom 
itself. Rather than grappling with the sub-
stance of the genocide allegations brought 
under the Genocide Convention, the jun-
ta’s lawyers retreated almost entirely into 
abstraction. Their submissions were dom-
inated by arguments about standing, 
admissibility, timelines and who has the 
authority to speak for Myanmar. What 
was striking was not simply what was 
said but what was consistently avoided. 
The Rohingya were rarely named. Their 
identity, history and continued suffering 
were conspicuously absent from a case 
that exists solely because of crimes com-
mitted against them.

This was not an oversight. It was a 
strategy.

Genocide, under international law, 
begins with the targeting of a protected 
group. The crime is not only about mass 
killing, it is about the destruction of a 
people as such. In Myanmar, that process 
unfolded over decades through the denial 
of citizenship, restrictions on movement, 
exclusion from education and the system-
atic delegitimization of Rohingya iden-
tity. By the time the military launched its 
2016-2017 “clearance operations,” the 
Rohingya had already been rendered 
legally and politically invisible within the 
state. What the recent hearings at the 
world court demonstrate is that this logic 
of erasure has now migrated from the bat-
tlefield and bureaucracy into the court-
room. The junta’s legal approach seeks to 
strip the case of its human core and 
reframe it as a technical dispute between 
states. By doing so, it avoids confronting 
the central question before the court: 
whether specific people were targeted for 
destruction because of who they are.

This matters because genocide law can-
not function in the abstract. The Genocide 
Convention was drafted in the shadow of 
the Holocaust precisely to prevent legal 
formalism from shielding perpetrators. It 
requires courts to identify victims, name 
protected groups and assess intent. When 

a respondent state refuses even to 
acknowledge the existence of the group at 
the center of the case, it is not mounting a 
defense in good faith; it is attempting to 
hollow out the law itself.

The danger is that proceduralism 
becomes complicity.

International courts are, by design, cau-
tious institutions. They prize jurisdic-
tional clarity, procedural fairness and 
state consent. But when those instincts 
dominate to the exclusion of substance, 
they can be exploited by regimes that 
understand how to weaponize the legal 
process. The junta’s approach at The 
Hague reflects a broader pattern seen in 
other atrocity cases: delay justice long 
enough, bury facts under procedure and 
eventually the political urgency dissi-
pates. For the Rohingya, time is not neu-
tral. Nearly 1 million remain in refugee 
camps in Bangladesh. Conditions in 
Rakhine State have deteriorated further, 
with new rounds of violence, restrictions 
on humanitarian access and deepening 
food insecurity. Each year of legal delay 
entrenches displacement and normalizes 
a reality in which return, citizenship and 
justice drift further out of reach.

If the International Court of Justice 
allows the case to be reduced to questions 
of representation and standing without 
insisting on engagement with the under-
lying crimes, it risks setting a dangerous 
precedent. Other regimes accused of 
mass atrocities will learn the lesson 
quickly: you do not need to refute the 
facts if you can avoid discussing them 
altogether. This is not simply a problem 
for Myanmar or the Rohingya. It goes to 
the heart of whether genocide law 
remains fit for purpose in an era of frag-
mented states, contested sovereignty and 
authoritarian resilience. Many contempo-
rary conflicts involve regimes that lack 
full territorial control or popular legiti-
macy. If such actors are nonetheless able 
to use procedural shields to evade scru-
tiny, the deterrent value of international 
justice will erode rapidly.

The world court does not need to aban-
don legal rigor to avoid this outcome. But 
it does need to recognize that silence can 
be as consequential as speech. When a 
respondent refuses to name the victims of 
alleged genocide, the court should treat 
that refusal as legally and morally signifi-
cant.

—Arab News

ARNAB NEIL SENGUPTA

For decades, the world’s most ambitious 
young professionals have made a beeline for a 
familiar set of destinations: New York, 
London, Silicon Valley, Boston, Research 
Triangle Park in North Carolina and a hand-
ful of other global hubs. These places prom-
ised opportunity, job satisfaction and high-
growth careers. Today, that promise is fading. 
A slowdown in white-collar hiring across the 
West, being felt most acutely by tech industry 
executives in the US, has opened a rare win-
dow of opportunity for Gulf Arab states. This 
is the moment the Gulf Cooperation Council 
can win the global talent war. Recent reports 
in The Wall Street Journal paint a grim pic-
ture. Even graduates from elite US business 
schools — the traditional providers of execu-
tives, consultants and financiers — are taking 
months to land job offers. At Duke University’s 
Fuqua School of Business, 21 percent of mas-
ter’s graduates were still unemployed three 
months after graduation. At the University of 
Michigan’s Ross School of Business, the figure 
stood at 15 percent, compared with just 4 per-

cent in 2019. Georgetown University reported 
that fully a quarter of its MBA class was still 
searching for work after three months. These 
are sobering numbers for institutions that 
once served as launchpads for lucrative 
careers.

The reasons are manifold. Companies are 
cutting back on white-collar hiring amid eco-
nomic uncertainty, geopolitical risk and the 
rapid adoption of generative artificial intelli-
gence, which threatens to automate many 
entry- and mid-level professional tasks. 
Layoffs in technology, finance and consulting 
have flooded the US market with experienced 
candidates competing for a shrinking pool of 
jobs. As one Wall Street Journal report noted, 
the US added just 49,000 jobs per month in 
2025 — the slowest pace in more than two dec-
ades outside major recessions — and most of 
those jobs were in healthcare, not business or 
technology.

This crisis for Western graduates represents 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity for the 
Gulf. At precisely the moment when hydro-
carbon prices are softening and fiscal pres-
sures are rising, countries hitherto reliant on 

energy exports need fresh thinking, new busi-
ness models and the best managerial capacity.

Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Oman and 
Bahrain all have strategies in place aimed at 
economic diversification. Significant invest-
ments are already flowing into AI, advanced 
manufacturing, renewable energy, life sci-
ences, logistics and fintech. But capital alone 
may not be enough to guarantee the antici-
pated return on such investments. That 
depends on skilled engineers, product design-
ers, data scientists, business strategists, ven-
ture capital professionals and industrial man-
agers.

Time is also of the essence. AI data centers, 
advanced manufacturing projects and tech 
ventures will take perhaps years to mature 
and produce stable returns, assuming all goes 
well. But Gulf states facing fiscal pressures 
from lower oil revenues do not have the lux-
ury of sitting back and hoping for the best. 
One way to bridge this gap is to aggressively 
attract world-class human capital that can 
help create entirely new revenue streams and 
industries, while looking forward to seeing 
their investments in electronics, advanced 

industrials, clean energy and AI pay off in the 
fullness of time.

To be sure, the Gulf already attracts a tre-
mendous amount of talent. Since the end of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, Riyadh and Dubai, 
for instance, have drawn tens of thousands of 
new expatriates every year. Their booming 
populations testify to their international 
appeal. However, a substantial part of this 
inflow ends up in real estate, hospitality, retail, 
basic services and mid-level corporate roles. 
What remains limited is the recruitment of 
innovation-driving talent from top business 
schools, engineering institutes, medical 
schools and research universities — the kind 
of graduates that powered the rise of Silicon 
Valley, Boston’s biotech ecosystem and 
London’s financial sector.

It is no secret that the US owes much of its 
technological leadership to generations of 
first-generation immigrants who arrived with 
talent and ambition. From Silicon Valley to 
Wall Street, foreign-born talent has powered 
the engines that drive entire sectors of the 
American economy. Fortunately, the GCC 
countries have the financial resources, infra-

structure, lifestyle advantages and geopoliti-
cal stability to bet on that strategy — provided 
they act decisively.

Several forces work in the regional bloc’s 
favor. First, world-class healthcare, interna-
tional schools, modern housing, cultural 
openness and physical safety make cities like 
Riyadh, Dubai, Abu Dhabi and Doha highly 
attractive to cosmopolitan professionals. 
Second, taxation levels here remain competi-
tive, allowing professionals to retain far more 
of their income than in the West. Third, gov-
ernments are increasingly generous when it 
comes to visas, work permits, property own-
ership and long-term residency — a crucial 
factor for young talents who prioritize fami-
lies and careers. To attract the brightest minds, 
Gulf countries must offer something intellec-
tually compelling: the chance to build new 
institutions, industries and ecosystems from 
the ground up. This is where the region holds 
a significant advantage over Western econo-
mies that are burdened with high-tax regimes, 
bureaucratic inertia, regulatory inflexibility 
and policy rigidity.

—Arab News

Gulf countries can win the global talent war

NIC ROBERTSON 

On Sunday, after two and a half weeks’ reporting from Nuuk, 
Greenland, my team and I finally boarded a plane and said goodbye. 
Leaving is hard. Greenland has me in its thrall, in rapture of its raw 
beauty and seduced by its quiet Inuit culture. But it’s a good thing to 
exit. Tonnes of journalists and equipment, clearing out, making space 
for Greenlanders to reflect on what just happened. As our producer, 
Ben, sagely observed, their fever dream has broken. Residents of this 
giant, icebound Arctic island could be forgiven for thinking they might 
awaken back to a simpler time, before the trauma of President Donald 
Trump’s ratcheting up of demands to own Greenland just a few weeks 
ago. But they are not where they began and they know it. Instead, they 
are awakening to an uneasy new reality. Trump’s capricious claims over 
their sovereignty are not over and his apparently flimsy grasp of basic 
facts about their homeland does not appear to have improved.

White House tweets make that abundantly clear. Were it not for his 
declaration at Davos last week, forswearing a military invasion of 
Greenland, an image posted of the president trudging across a snow 
field toward a Greenland flag, hand in wing with a penguin, would be 
triggering a renewed fever for its residents.

The apparent trolling is hard to fathom, much less take seriously. For 
a start, penguins — as everyone knows — live exclusively at the South 
Pole. Greenland is at the opposite end of the planet. But such incontro-
vertible truths seem to have become eclipsed by expansionist ambi-
tions. Trump says he must own Greenland for the US’ “national secu-
rity,” so he feels “psychologically” empowered to take it for his soon-to-
be-built Golden Dome missile protective shield for the US. He might 
deny that he covets the minerals and rare earths buried below its ice 
sheets, but many are skeptical. What’s more, both objectives are already 
within his grasp. As Denmark, of which Greenland is a semi-autono-
mous territory, has made repeatedly clear to Trump’s diplomats, the 
1951 defense agreement between these two sovereign nations grants 
sweeping rights for the US to base missiles and troops, as well as mine 
minerals and rare earths, to its heart’s content. What I learned during 
my all-too-brief time in Greenland is that nature and its preservation 
are at the heart of Inuit culture. Locals told me they believed that Trump 

would have no regard for their most precious commodity, which is 
inextricably linked to their identity. Instead, the White House’s messag-
ing seems to indicate they are either planning to introduce an alien spe-
cies to Greenland or simply do not understand what it is they covet.

Greenlanders, on the other hand, know exactly what they fear and 
why. They do not trust Trump. The president’s apparent about-face at 
Davos, rescinding threats of military action and announcing, after 
meeting NATO Secretary-General Mark Rutte, that an “agreement” had 
been hatched, giving him everything he wanted, carries no water — or 
ice for that matter — in Greenland. For Greenlanders, Trump is an open 
book, each new chapter strewn with the same falsehoods and self-
aggrandizement. They also saw what he did in Venezuela, a leader 
plucked from a country with air defenses and an army, of which 
Greenland has neither. Instead, it relies on Denmark and, by extension 
NATO — and America, to defend it. The night before we left, the power 
abruptly went out across Nuuk, its 20,000 residents plunged into dark-
ness. A few hours later, the internet also throttled back. Plenty of well-
educated and rational Nuummioqs (as the capital’s residents are 
known) fretted they were about to experience a Venezuela redux. Relief 
came just before daybreak and the slow, late morning sunrise. Power 
lines that had come down in the strong and unusual easterly winds 
were repaired. In the extremes of Greenland, uncertainty is an ever-
present state of being. Flights are often canceled at the last minute. In 
fact, several were before our bumpy, wind-jerked aircraft took off. But 
Trump has injected a fresh layer of nervousness that Greenlanders see 
as entirely unnecessary. Now he is back where he started, apparently 
reengaging in a dialogue that Denmark and Greenland’s foreign minis-
ters thought they had already concluded with Vice President J.D. Vance 
and Secretary of State Marco Rubio at the White House two weeks ago.

With details of the new post-Davos agreement as scarce as penguins 
at the North Pole, no Greenlander is confident Trump will not up the 
ante again — and many are convinced that the mercurial president may 
do exactly that sooner rather than later. But what Greenlanders feel 
most acutely is that Trump’s at times relentless rhetoric has shown no 
regard to their beliefs and feelings. Never once, they say, has he even 
tried to assuage their misgivings in his bellicose speeches.

—Arab News

Road sense
Wrong parking is a major issue in 

Pakistan. It frequently causes the obstruc-
tion of traffic flow, pedestrian pathways 
and accessibility channels for persons 
with disabilities. This often causes acci-
dents which can sometimes even prove to 
be fatal. Many drivers in Pakistan are not 
even aware of parking rules and regula-
tions, which leads them to these errors. 
The government must take action and 
ensure that drivers are aware of both their 
responsibilities and rights. In this country, 
there are no rules. Causing obstruction is a 
safety risk for other people. A car or bus 
parked on the sidewalk is an example of 
wrong parking, as it blocks the pedestri-
ans’ path. The citizens must pay heed to 
these issues.

Sanita Nazeer
Hub City

Doomscrolling 
Instagram, Facebook, TikTok, Snapchat 

and numerous other social media plat-
forms are often the first source for spread-
ing negativity. Content creators are chang-
ing their niche to making memes and 

roasting others. However, every child on 
these platforms is watching these reels. 
Their minds are being filled with garbage 
instead of educational and knowledgeable 
things. Additionally, watching reels, espe-
cially memes, creates an empty mind and 
harms both our physical and mental 
health. If our children are already addicted 
to reels, we should check their feeds and 
change them accordingly. In place of meme 
creators, we should follow educational 
content creators. What our children end up 
watching is up to us. Taking positive 
actions is our responsibility for the physi-
cal and mental health of our families. We 
need to focus on positivity for healthier 
futures.

Mahrang Naseer 
Hub

Unity, faith, discipline
The nat ional emblem of Pakistan is a 

famil iar sight for everyone, yet its 
deeper meaning remains largely over-
looked. Beyond its visual ident ity, the 
emblem embodies profound symbolism: 
the crescent and star represent progress 
and enlightenment, while the four 
crops, cot ton, wheat, tea and jute; sig-

ni fy agricultural st rength and economic 
sel f-rel iance. The emblem features a 
shield encircled by a f loral wreath of 
Jasminum off icinale, Pakistan’s nat ional 
f lower, symbolising purity and ref lect-
ing the r ich cultural heritage of the 
Mughal era. The Urdu motto ‘it t ihad, 
iman, tanzim’ encapsulates the nat ion’s 
ideological foundations of unity, faith 
and discipline.  Almost everyone is una-
ware of this, which highlights a need for 
st ronger civic educat ion. Such a discon-
nect not only reduces nat ional symbols 
to ceremonial imagery, but it a lso con-
tr ibutes to a weakening of nat ional con-
sciousness, part icularly among younger 
generat ions. Including the historical, 
ideological and symbolic signif icance of 
the nat ional emblem into educat ional 
curriculum, public awareness cam-
paigns and media discourse can help 
build real patriot ism based on knowl-
edge rather than mere symbolism. At a 
t ime when Pakistan faces polit ical, 
social and moral challenges, helping cit-
izens connect with the values repre-
sented in the nat ional emblem is a vital 
need.

Khizra Rashad
Lahore

Greenlanders’ fever dream over but 
nightmares continue

How developing countries 
can make the most of AI

SHAMIKA SIRIMANNE AND 
TAFFERE TESFACHEW

Since the 2008 global financial crisis, 
industrial policy has crept back into 
respectable economic discourse after dec-
ades of being derided as misguided inter-
ventionism, particularly for developing 
countries. But its renaissance is being led 
by the advanced economies that once 
rejected it, with the push into artificial 
intelligence and renewable energy has-
tening the shift.

For developing countries, this revival 
presents new opportunities, provided 
they can manage three major constraints: 
a weak enabling environment (a lack of 
infrastructure and other necessary 
inputs), limited autonomy in policymak-
ing, and fiscal constraints. Industrial pol-
icy is often understood in terms of subsi-
dies and tax breaks, but for many devel-
oping economies far more than these 
instruments must be put in place. Without 
reliable digital connectivity, dependable 
power supplies, trusted data protection 
regimes and a skilled workforce, ambi-
tions for AI-led growth will amount to lit-
tle more than rhetoric.

Developing countries’ policy options 
are also constrained because World Trade 
Organization rules limit the use of instru-
ments — export-contingent subsidies, 
local content rules and technology trans-
fer requirements — that once under-
pinned industrialization success stories, 
namely in East Asia. At the same time, 
major economies continue to march to 
their own drummer, with the US, the EU 
and China deploying industrial policy at 
scale, often bending or breaking the very 
rules that others are expected to observe. 
The asymmetry is obvious: of more than 
2,500 industrial policy measures intro-
duced globally in 2023, these three econo-
mies accounted for almost half.

For developing countries, the sensible 
approach to AI is to deploy the sophisti-
cated frontier models that are already 

available
Shamika Sirimanne and Taffere 

Tesfachew
Finally, fiscal limits are biting hard. In 

many developing economies, up to 80 
percent of public spending goes to wages 
and debt service, leaving little for the 
long-term investments that industrializa-
tion requires. Unlike the US or the EU, 
poorer countries cannot summon vast 
subsidy packages or bankroll multibil-
lion-dollar technology programs.

And while technology parks and incu-
bators have multiplied across Africa and 
Asia, few have delivered meaningful 
results. As UN Trade and Development 
observes, such zones succeed only when 
anchored in established supply chains. 
Without that grounding, they risk becom-
ing costly white elephants — impressive 
on paper but inert in practice.

For developing countries, the sensible 
approach to AI is to deploy the sophisti-
cated frontier models that are already 
available. Unburdened by legacy infra-
structure, developing countries can leap-
frog directly into emerging technologies, 
as many did when they skipped over lan-
dlines and went straight to mobile teleph-
ony. Deploying AI costs a fraction of what 
it takes to build it. Anyone can use tools 
like ChatGPT without erecting data cent-
ers or assembling elite engineering teams.

Such targeted applications can be 
transformative. In healthcare, AI-assisted 
diagnostics can rationalize the use of 
scarce clinical capacity. In education, dig-
ital platforms can compensate for chronic 
shortages of teachers. In agriculture, pre-
dictive analytics can support farmers 
navigating climate volatility. These uses 
may not dazzle those on the technological 
cutting edge, but they can deliver real-
world returns where they matter most.

They also represent industrial policy at 
its most effective — meaning pragmatic, 
experimental and oriented around 
domestic realities. 

—Arab News

Letters to the Editor



400 mini dams planned 
to beat drought

APP- ISLAMABAD: The government has unveiled a 
Rs56.8 billion water conservation push featuring 400 
lined ponds and mini dams in drought prone areas, 
alongside check dams, surface wells, tankas and reha-
bilitation of traditional karezes, to capture precious rain-
water, curb soil erosion and build resilience against 
recurring water shortages under a phased national rain-
water harvesting strategy.

According to documents available with Wealth 
Pakistan, the Ministry of Climate Change and 
Environmental Coordination has proposed five major 
interventions aimed at turning sporadic rainfall into a 
strategic water resource, with projects spread across dif-
ferent regions and tailored to local water needs.

The proposed 400 lined ponds and mini dams, carry-
ing the lion’s share of the investment at Rs48 billion, have 
been designated as a long term intervention and are 
expected to significantly enhance rainwater storage in 
drought vulnerable areas.

The government has earmarked another Rs6 billion 
for check dams, placing the intervention in the medium 
term category.

Besides slowing down rainwater runoff, the struc-
tures are designed to help contain soil erosion and 
improve local water retention.

In Sindh, the plan proposes Rs1.2 billion for tankas, 
traditional rainwater reservoirs that can provide com-
munities with a vital buffer during prolonged dry spells. 
The initiative has been classified as a short term meas-
ure.

A heavily loaded rickshaw carrying iron beds travels on Shaheenabad Road, violating traffic safety regulations.

Govt has mechanism to repatriate 
bodies of Pakistani workers who 

die abroad: Minister

APP- ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Overseas Pakistanis Mohammad Awn 
Saqlain on Thursday said the government 
had a mechanism in place to repatriate the 
bodies of Pakistani workers who die 
abroad, with Pakistan International 
Airlines (PIA) facilitating the process 
where its flights operate.

Responding to questions in the National 
Assembly, he said 799 bodies of Pakistani 
workers had been reported over the past 
two years, while the overall number of 
Pakistani citizens who died abroad was 
higher. The figures presented to the House 
related specifically to Pakistani workers in 
countries including Saudi Arabia, the 
United Arab Emirates, other Gulf states 
and European countries. He said the gov-
ernment provided compensation of up to 
$1 million in cases of death or disability of 
eligible workers, according to the applica-
ble mechanism. The minister said PIA con-
tinued to facilitate the transportation of 
bodies from countries where the national 
airline operated. In countries where PIA 

did not operate, the ministry used an alter-
native mechanism involving the Overseas 
Pakistanis Foundation (OPF) and other rel-
evant officials to arrange repatriation.

He explained that the bodies were 
brought to Pakistan through arrange-
ments with other airlines and relevant 
organisations, as PIA had previously 
transported such bodies free of cost.

Responding to a supplementary ques-
tion by Aliya Kamran, the minister said 
the government had increased the pen-
sion-related facility for overseas Pakistani 
workers. He said details of the initiative 
would be provided to members separately. 
He added that the government reviewed 
and extended facilities annually, with 
increases ranging between 13 and 15 per 
cent, depending on the nature of the facil-
ity. In response to another supplementary 
question by Shazia Marri, the minister 
said Community Welfare Attachés (CWAs) 
were deployed in Gulf countries as well as 
Europe to assist Pakistani workers and 
address their issues.

FTO office 
circulates 
upgraded 

regulation draft
APP- ISLAMABAD: The 
Federal Tax Ombudsman 
Secretariat has circulated 
the draft Federal Tax 
Ombudsman (Investigation 
and Disposal of Complaints) 
Regulations, 2026 for con-
sultation with relevant 
stakeholders. The existing 
Federal Tax Ombudsman 
(Investigation and Disposal 
of Complaints) Regulations, 
2001 were promulgated 
approximately twenty-five 
years ago. Since then, the 
legal and institutional 
framework governing the 
Ombudsman system has 
undergone significant 
development, particularly 
with the enactment of the 
Federal Ombudsmen 
Institutional Reforms Act, 
2013. During the interven-
ing years, the environment 
in which tax administration 
operates has changed sub-
stantially. The number of 
taxpayers has increased, 
tax laws and administrative 
arrangements have become 
more complex, and the 
number and nature of com-
plaints received by the 
Federal Tax Ombudsman 
have also increased and 
evolved. Rapid develop-
ments in technology and 
digitisation, and continuing 
changes in the manner in 
which public services are 
delivered.

Consistent energy 
policies vital to attract 

investment in upstream 
sector: minister

APP- ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for Petroleum Ali 
Pervaiz Malik on Thursday stressed the need for consist-
ent and predictable energy policies to attract major 
investment in Pakistan’s upstream exploration, particu-
larly offshore projects.

Addressing the Energy Conference 2026, the minister 
said Pakistan was reviving offshore exploration after 
two decades under the leadership of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif. Friendly countries, Mari Petroleum, 
Pakistan Petroleum Limited (PPL) and Oil and Gas 
Development Company Limited (OGDCL) are partici-
pating in the effort.

He said the government must provide investors with 
policy consistency and medium-term visibility, particu-
larly when companies are making major investments in 
high-risk exploration.

“If we expect them to invest over a hundred million 
dollars for one well, we must provide them consistency 
of policy and medium-term visibility,” he said.

Ali Pervaiz Malik said investors should also be 
allowed to retain profits from successful exploration and 
reinvest those earnings in developing the required infra-
structure.

5
Friday August 21 2026

F I R
First Information ReportDaily

Editor in Chief: Ch Muhammad Aslam

  Business
				        & World Trade

Cantonment Board Sargodha workers pruning plants at University Road

PTA, Google MoU signing to strengthen 
child online safety in Pakistan

APP- ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Telecommunication 
Authority (PTA) and Google LLC today signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Child Online 
Safety, aimed at strengthening awareness, digital safety 
and responsible use of online platforms among children, 
parents, teachers and caregivers across Pakistan.

According to a news release, under the MoU, PTA and 
Google will collaborate on a Child Safety Program 
focused on awareness, education and capacity-building, 
equipping parents and teachers with practical tools and 
resources to help children navigate the digital world 
safely.

Key initiatives include developing awareness content 
in English and local languages, conducting training pro-
grams in educational institutions and supporting a 
nationwide outreach campaign to connect millions of 

families with localized online safety resources and tuto-
rials.

Terrorism a grave crime against humanity, 
serious threat to global peace: Ayaz

APP- ISLAMABAD: Speaker of National 
Assembly Sardar Ayaz Sadiq Thursday 
said that terrorism is a grave crime 
against humanity and a serious threat to 
global peace and security.

He paid rich tribute to the innocent 
civilians, brave personnel of the security 
forces and law-enforcement agencies who 
embraced martyrdom in acts of terrorism, 
saying that their sacrifices will always be 
remembered.

He expressed these views in his mes-
sage on the occasion of the International 
Day of Remembrance and Tribute to the 
Victims of Terrorism, observed every year 
on August 21.

Ayaz Sadiq said that Pakistan has been 
fighting the scourge of terrorism for dec-
ades, during which the entire nation has 
rendered unparalleled sacrifices.

He said that the sacrifices of the brave 

soldiers and innocent civilians who 
embraced martyrdom in the fight against 
terrorism constitute an indelible chapter 
in the national history.

He reaffirmed that the sacrifices of the 
martyrs will never go in vain and that the 
nation will always hold its martyrs and 
their families in the highest esteem and 
respect.

Ayaz Sadiq has said that Pakistan’s 
security forces and law-enforcement 
agencies are playing a commendable role 
on the front lines in the fight against ter-
rorism with courage and professionalism.

He said that the entire nation stands 
shoulder to shoulder with its brave secu-
rity forces and that their sacrifices for the 
defence, peace and security of the country 
are a source of immense pride for the 
nation.

Ayaz Sadiq said that the Indian-backed 

Fitna al-Khawarij and Fitna al-Hindustan 
are pursuing nefarious designs to under-
mine Pakistan’s peace, security and sta-
bility.

He said that terrorist elements seek to 
spread fear and terror by targeting inno-
cent civilians and undermine peace and 
stability in the country; however, they 
will never succeed in their nefarious 
designs.

He said that every conspiracy against 
Pakistan and every attempt to create 
unrest in the country will be decisively 
thwarted through collective efforts by the 
nation and state institutions.

Ayaz Sadiq said that national unity and 
effective cooperation among state institu-
tions are essential in the fight against ter-
rorism.

He said that indiscriminate action 
against terrorists and their facilitators 
will continue and that those seeking to 
undermine the country’s peace and sta-
bility will not be allowed to succeed.

The Speaker emphasized the need to 
further strengthen the national resolve 
for the complete eradication of terrorism.

Ayaz Sadiq said that under Operation 
Azm-e-Istehkam, the security forces are 
continuing effective operations against 
terrorist elements.

PML-N MNA, Shaista Pervez Head of program and Dr Sultan Azam Temuri CEO International Governance and Sustainability Institute (IG-SI) at the orientation of focal persons 
of “Hum hain Pakistan Youth Campaign” at PIPS near Kashmir House.

Geospatial AI training, climate policy 
webinar mark Week 5 of Future 

Leadership Internship
APP- ISLAMABAD: The fifth 
week of the Future Leadership 
Internship Programme 2026, 
organized by AI Geo Navigators, 
featured technical training on 
artificial intelligence and 
machine learning for geospatial 
applications and an expert webi-
nar on climate science, policy 
and implementation of the Paris 
Agreement.

The fully virtual nationwide 
programme brings together stu-
dents, graduates and early-
career professionals from across 
Pakistan, providing participants with 
opportunities to strengthen their tech-
nical knowledge, engage with industry 
professionals and connect geospatial 
technologies with real-world climate 

and environmental challenges, said a 
press release issued on Thursday.

Geospatial AI training, climate pol-
icy webinar mark Week 5 of Future 
Leadership Internship

During Week 05, interns partici-

pated in a technical session titled 
“Introduction to AI/ML for 
Geospatial Applications.” The ses-
sion introduced participants to 
key concepts including features 
and labels, training and testing 
datasets, classification and regres-
sion, land-cover classification, 
model prediction, validation and 
accuracy assessment. The session 
provided participants with an 
understanding of how machine-
learning techniques can be 
applied to satellite and geospatial 

data to identify and classify different 
types of land cover. The training also 
highlighted the importance of model 
validation and accuracy assessment 
when developing reliable geospatial 
solutions.





Verstappen commits 
to Red Bull until 

end of 2030
SPORTS DESK, ZANDVOORT: Max Verstappen 
signed a contract extension with Red Bull to the end of 
‌2030 on Thursday, ending speculation about the four-
time world champion’s near-term Formula One future.

The 28-year-old 
already had a con-
tract to the end of 
2028 but with break 
clauses offering a 
potential way out 
should the team fail 
to meet his expecta-
tions and provide a 
winning car. Such 
performance-related 
clauses were believed to have been triggered this season, 
according to Dutch media reports. Red Bull lie ⁠fourth 
overall this season, and Verstappen sixth, 110 points 
behind Mercedes’ Kimi Antonelli, after 11 races and 
ahead of his home grand prix this weekend.

The Dutch driver had been linked in media reports to 
both McLaren, who have signed his race engineer 
Gianpiero Lambiase from 2028 at the latest, and champi-
onship leaders Mercedes.

“I am really pleased with the contract extension,” 
Verstappen, who joined Red Bull’s junior programme in 
2014 and has won all his titles with the team, said in a 
team statement.

“We have the best people and I’m excited to keep 
working together with everyone to get back ‌to ⁠the top 
again. This remains the ultimate goal that all of us have 
been working towards and will continue to pursue.

“I have always said it: The team is like a second family 
for me and I feel very at home ... to continue this journey 
with the same Team that I have been with my whole 
career ⁠is really special and something I have always 
wanted to do.”

Kaio Jorge (C) of Cruzeiro controls the ball during the second leg of the Copa Libertadores round of 16 football match 
between Brazil’s Flamengo and Cruzeiro at the Maracana stadium in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil,

SPORTS DESK, PARIS: Paris Saint-
Germain kick off their Ligue 1 campaign 
as overwhelming favourites to win a sixth 
successive title, but will have one eye 
firmly on their bid for a third straight 
Champions League crown.

The capital giants eased to a record-
extending 14th French top-flight triumph 
last season, despite often prioritising 
their European ambitions.

They start their Ligue 1 campaign 
against Rennes on Sunday, hoping to 
make a quick start before the Champions 
League begins on September 8.

“When the season starts, everyone says 
the league is easy,” said head coach Luis 
Enrique. “Nothing is easy -- I don’t recall 
any easy French league campaigns, at 
least not in the last three years.”

Their six-point winning margin over 

second-placed Lens last term was the sec-
ond closest they have come to slipping up 
domestically since being beaten to the 
title by Lille in 2021.

Two seasons ago, they finished a whop-
ping 19 points clear of closest challengers 
Marseille. Across the past five campaigns, 
PSG have enjoyed an average title-win-
ning margin of 10 points.

After finally ending their long wait to 
translate that success to Europe in 
2024/25, they backed it up with a second 
successive Champions League final vic-
tory, over Arsenal on penalties in May.

Only three clubs have won three con-
secutive European Cups -- Real Madrid, 
Ajax and Bayern Munich.

“Everyone thinks we can win, but that’s 
just theory. Now we have to prove on the 
pitch that we’re up to the task,” Luis 

Enrique said when asked PSG’s 
Champions League chances this season.

“Historically, it’s hard to find a team 
that wins all the time, but we’re trying to 
be right there alongside those kinds of 
teams.” Qatar-backed PSG have once 
again strengthened in the transfer market 
and held on to all of their most important 
players. Ferran Torres has joined from 
Barcelona after scoring Spain’s winning 
goal in the World Cup final, while France 
left-back Lucas Digne has returned as 
back-up for Nuno Mendes.

“Like last year, we’re still hungry for 
victories, trophies,” said PSG midfielder 
Vitinha. “It’s very difficult to maintain 
those levels but we’re still hungry and 
we’ll be aiming to win.” PSG comfortably 
rotated their side in Ligue 1 last term to 
boost their Champions League hopes and 

will be expecting to be able to do so again 
this time around.

Ballon d’Or holder Ousmane Dembele 
only started 11 of their 34 Ligue 1 games 
last season. Lens impressed by finishing 
second to PSG last season and led the 
table for long periods before falling away.

They could not hold on to coach Pierre 
Sage who left for mid-table Premier 
League club Crystal Palace.

However, they passed their first test 
under new boss Dino Toppmoeller with 
flying colours by defeating PSG with 10 
men in the Champions’ Trophy last week-
end and will be expecting to compete for 
second place again. “I have a great rap-
port with the coach. He called me very 
soon after his appointment, while I was 
still on vacation,” said Lens playmaker 
Florian Thauvin.

Mourinho begins second Real 
Madrid reign

SPORTS DESK, BARCELONA: Jose 
Mourinho’s second spell at Real 
Madrid begins in Barcelona this 
weekend in La Liga, although at 
Espanyol rather than up against his 
and Los Blancos’ bitter rivals.

The veteran Portuguese coach 
returns to the club 16 years after first 
being appointed but charged with a 
similar task, deposing Barcelona as 
the leading club in Spain.

Mourinho is also aiming to restore 
some of the intensity and attitude that 
defined his first Madrid reign, 
between 2010-2013, after two seasons 
without winning a major trophy 
steered president Florentino Perez 
back to him.

The 15-time European champions 
have suffered dressing room turbu-
lence, with tensions between players 
and a succession of coaches unable to 
find a convincing balance on the pitch. 
None of Carlo Ancelotti, Xabi Alonso 
or Alvaro Arbeloa could fit the team’s 
attacking stars -- Kylian Mbappe, 
Vinicius Junior and Jude Bellingham 
-- in together without compromising 
the team defensively.

Perhaps disciplinarian Mourinho 
might be the man to make it work, to 
turn superstars into willing runners 
without dulling their attacking edge.

The Portuguese says he returns as a 
different coach, more mature after 
years of experience in England, Italy, 
Turkey and elsewhere.

“I’m much more mature, less emo-
tional, and more in control... as always, 
learning from mistakes,” said the 
63-year-old this week, although he 
insisted he was not “more boring”.

Mourinho made clear from his first 
days back at Madrid’s Valdebebas 

training ground what it is he wants 
from his team.

“I am here... to create a culture of 
work, responsibility, ambition,” said 
Mourinho, describing his role as a 
“mission”. Perez has certainly given 
Mourinho the ammunition he needs 
to catch up with Barca. Los Blancos 
spent heavily this summer, making 
Ivorian winger Yan Diomande their 
record signing at 140 million euros 
($163m) and bringing in Bernardo 
Silva and Marc Cucurella among a 
series of high-profile arrivals.

However some would argue that in 
not signing Rodri, who they were 
linked with before he joined rivals 
Barcelona, Madrid have not rein-
forced sufficiently in midfield.

Diomande’s arrival adds yet 
another major attacking threat to a 

squad that already boasts plenty of 
them. It may be former Manchester 
City midfielder Silva who proves the 
more significant signing when it 
comes to balance.

Madrid have spent years trying to 
move on from the era of Toni Kroos 
and Luka Modric, whose ability to 
control matches allowed the forwards 
great freedom and reduced the team’s 
exposure to relentless opposition 
attacks. Silva is not a direct replace-
ment for either, but his technical qual-
ity gives Mourinho an option for solv-
ing a problem that has persisted since 
their departures. Whether he will be 
enough to give Madrid a foothold in 
the biggest games, including against 
Hansi Flick’s double defending 
Spanish champions, remains to be 
seen.

Kane hopes for Ballon d’Or after
 ‘best season ever’

SPORTS DESK, MUNICH: Bayern 
Munich striker Harry Kane has set 
his sights on the Ballon d’Or after 
receiving his second European 
Golden Shoe in Munich on 
Wednesday.

The England captain collected the 
prize after scoring the most goals in 
Europe’s top divisions last season.

Kane won the 2023-24 award after a 
prolific first season at Bayern, but said 
this year’s honour “tasted even better 
than the first”. The 33-year-old scored 
36 goals in 31 Bundesliga games last 
term, the third most in a German top-
flight campaign, while winning the 
league and cup double.

He also netted six times at the 

World Cup, becoming England’s top 
goalscorer at the competition with 14 
career goals. In total, he scored 73 
goals for club and country last sea-
son. Kane said he hoped to receive 
football’s highest individual honour 
after his “best season ever”.

“Obviously, that’s out of my con-
trol. I know, of course, there’s going to 
be a lot of talk about it from now until 
October when it’s announced,” he 
said. “Ultimately, I’ve done every-
thing I can last season. It was my best 
season by far. I achieved a lot with the 
teams I was in.” Kane made it to the 
Champions League semi-finals with 
Bayern, who were narrowly defeated 
by eventual winners Paris Saint-
Germain. He also reached the semi-
finals of the World Cup with England 
before an agonising 2-1 loss to 
Argentina. Only serial Ballon d’Or 
winners Lionel Messi and Cristiano 
Ronaldo have won the Golden Shoe 
more often than Kane.

Young players showcase their skills in various games during the closing ceremony of the Pakistan Independence 
Celebrations U-14 Kids Sports Gala at the Sports Gymnasium.

Sabalenka, Zverev stunned in Cincinnati
SPORTS DESK, CINCINNATI: Top seeds Aryna 
Sabalenka and Alexander Zverev crashed out of the 
Cincinnati Masters in a matter of hours on a rainy 
Wednesday of fourth-round action.

American Tommy Paul saved a match point on the 
way to a 4-6, 7-6 (8/6), 6-4 upset of Germany’s Zverev.

But the biggest shock came on the women’s side where 
Czech Sara Bejlek, ranked 35th, stunned world number 
one Sabalenka 7-6 (9/7), 6-4 in a gritty match that fin-
ished up shortly after the clock ticked past midnight into 
Thursday morning.

Former champion Sabalenka led by a break in the 
opening set and was up 5-1 in the tiebreaker before 
Bejlek roared back to pocket the set in 65 minutes.

Bejlek broke the Belarusian three times in the second 
set, rallying from 4-1 down and securing the win with a 
love game capped by an ace. “I lost my words -- it feels 
incredible,” Bejlek said after her first win over a top-10 
player. “I was playing what I was feeling and not really 
thinking. I was trying not to be nervous and just play. I 
believed in myself no matter what.” Bejlek, who won the 
Abu Dhabi hard court title in February as a qualifier, 
booked a quarter-final clash with American Madison 

Keys.  It was yet another setback for Sabalenka as the 
start of the US Open looms on August 30. The four-time 
Grand Slam champion was ousted in the fourth round of 
the Toronto Masters last week, having lost in the same 
round at Wimbledon and in the quarter-finals at Roland 
Garros.

South Africa name squad 
for Zimbabwe tour

SPORTS DESK, South Africa Women will tour 
Zimbabwe for the first time next month, with the neigh-
bours set to meet in their maiden bilateral T20I series.

Regular captain Laura Wolvaardt will lead the squad 
featuring three uncapped players — seamer Caitlin 
Wyngaard, former South Africa Under-19 star 
Nthabiseng Nini and off-spinner Luyanda Nzuza. The 
21-year-old Wyngaard earned her maiden call-up after 
impressing for South Africa Emerging Women during 
their recent tour of Bangladesh. Nini and Nzuza also 
caught the selectors’ eye with standout performances for 
the Emerging side. The trio are joined by Faye Tunnicliffe, 
Anneke Bosch, Ayanda Hlubi, Eliz-Mari Marx, Seshnie 
Naidu, Nondumiso Shangase and Miané Smit, who all 
missed the recent ICC Women’s T20 World Cup in 
England. Wicketkeeper-batters Sinalo Jafta and Karabo 
Meso, along with all-rounders Kayla Reyneke and 
Annerie Dercksen, further strengthen the squad.
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Sports
PSG start Ligue 1 defence with eye on 

Champions League hat-trick
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National
CUI ranked No. 1 in 

Pakistan in U.S. news 
best global universities 

rankings
APP- ISLAMABAD: COMSATS University Islamabad 
(CUI) has emerged as the highest-ranked Pakistani uni-
versity in the U.S. News & World Report Best Global 
Universities 2026–2027 Rankings, securing 410th posi-
tion globally with an overall score of 52.

CUI leads Pakistani universities in the global ranking, 
followed by Quaid-i-Azam University at 451st, The 
University of Lahore at 479th, University of Management 
and Technology (UMT) at 573rd and National University 
of Sciences and Technology (NUST) at 590th position 
globally. The ranking underscores Pakistan’s growing 
presence in international, research-based university 
assessments, with the U.S. News Best Global Universities 
Rankings placing particular emphasis on academic 
research performance, research reputation and global 
scholarly impact. The achievement reflects CUI’s sus-
tained focus on high-quality research, impactful publica-
tions, international collaboration and enhanced global 
academic visibility. Commenting on the achievement, 
Rector COMSATS University Islamabad Prof. Dr. Raheel 
Qamar said CUI’s standing as Pakistan’s leading univer-
sity in the prestigious global ranking reinforced its com-
mitment to research excellence, innovation and interna-
tional collaboration.

Gilani calls for strategic leadership, innovation, 
strong governance in universities

APP- ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Syed 
Yousuf Raza Gilani on Thursday empha-
sised the need for effective leadership, sound 
governance and strategic planning to 
strengthen Pakistan’s higher education sec-
tor and transform universities into centres of 
excellence, research, innovation and entre-
preneurship.

Addressing a gathering on “Strategic 
Planning and Leadership Excellence” as 
Chief Guest, organised by the Higher 
Education Commission (HEC) through the 
National Academy of Higher Education, the 
Chairman Senate said that universities 
today have responsibilities far beyond 
imparting knowledge.

He said higher education institutions 
must equip young people with critical think-
ing, creativity, ethical values, leadership 
skills and the capacity to respond to a rapidly 
changing world.

Gilani calls for strategic leadership, inno-

vation, strong governance in universities 
The Chairman Senate appreciated HEC, 
particularly the National Academy of 
Higher Education, for bringing together Vice 
Chancellors and Pro Vice Chancellors from 

Azad Jammu & Kashmir, Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the Rawalpindi 
region. He termed the initiative timely and 
important, saying that such programmes 
provide an opportunity for university lead-

ership to exchange experiences, strengthen 
governance practices and develop effective 
institutional strategies. Syed Yousuf Raza 
Gilani observed that strategic planning is 
not merely an administrative exercise but an 
essential requirement for institutional 
growth and excellence. He stressed that 
strong universities require a clear vision, 
transparent governance, responsible use of 
resources and an institutional culture that 
promotes innovation, collaboration and 
research.He particularly appreciated the 
participation of women universities in the 
programme, saying that the advancement of 
women through higher education is funda-
mental to national development. “When we 
invest in women’s education and leadership, 
we strengthen families, communities, insti-
tutions and the economy,” he remarked, 
adding that women educators and academic 
leaders across Pakistan have consistently 
demonstrated excellence and leadership.

Mohsin Naqvi praises 
security forces after five 

militants killed in 
Panjgur operation

APP- ISLAMABAD: Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi on 
Thursday praised the security forces for a successful 
intelligence-based operation carried out under 
Operation Radd-ul-Fitna 3 in the Kali Suran area of 
Panjgur, where five militants linked to Fitna al-Hindu-
stan were killed.

In his statement, Naqvi commended the forces for 
their professional conduct and operational performance, 
saying the action helped prevent the plans of terrorist 
elements targeting peace in the region.

He said the security forces acted in a timely manner 
and successfully neutralized the threat posed by the 
militants. He said the operation reflected the prepared-
ness and commitment of the forces in dealing with ter-
rorism and maintaining stability in Balochistan. Mohsin 
Naqvi stated that the successful actions carried out by 
security forces against groups working against peace in 
Balochistan deserve recognition. He said such opera-
tions demonstrate the determination of state institutions 
to counter terrorism and protect the public. The minister 
also appreciated the courage of the personnel involved 
in the operation. He noted that intelligence-based actions 
remain an important part of efforts aimed at disrupting 
terrorist networks and preventing attacks.

Chairman Senate of Pakistan Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani addressing the closing ceremony of “Strategic Planning and Leadership Excellence Programme” at National Institute of 
Banking & Finance (NIBAF).


